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Tolkien’s Legendarium
(Sub-)Creation

creation

Source: Tolkien, J.R.R.: Letter 131 to Milton Waldman [late 1951], in: Id.: The Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien [1981], a selection edited by Humphrey 
Carpenter, with the assistance of Christopher Tolkien, HarperCollins Publisher: London 2006, 143–161, here 145f.152.
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real sub-creation false (?) sub-creation

art

Elves Enemy

»Power, […] domination and tyranneus re-forming 
of creation« (146)

rule, sovereignty, possessiveness (Rings of Power; chief 
power: slowing/preventing decay/mortality → One Ring)

rule / government

Valar

magic magic    machines

object / objective

instrument / medium

subject

quality of sub-creation

»desire to benefit the world and others« (146)

motivation

transition
Falls
• Melkor: ...
• Elves: Silmarilli (strife for possession)
• Men: ...

selfishness, self-centeredness

shared

own

pretended, allegedgenuine
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